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Kateel stuns BSY camp, to head state unit

Tirazs News Nrwoan \15
Bengaluru: Four-time MP
andRSS idaologue Nalin K-
mar Kateel will succeed
BS Yediyurappa as
state BJP president. 1
Hours after Yediyu- |
rappa expanded his
26-day-old  cabiner,
the party’s ceptral |
leadership announ-
ced Kateel as the
new president of the
stateunic

The appointment

comes
as 3 bigsetback to Yedivurap-
pa. who had been advocating

Daut leader and Mahadevpu-
ra legislaior Arvind Limba-
vaii for the post. Speculation
was rife that he wasn't
considered after a sleazy vi-
den, purportediy sho-
winghim in bad light,
wentviral.

It is also specula-
ted that he lost the ra-
ce because BL San.
tosh, BJP national ge-
neral secretary (orga-
nisaticn), backed
Kateel's candidatuie to keep
Yedlyurappa under control,
Santosh had earlier backed
Chikkamgaluru MLA CT Ra-

vi, who wasreportedly induc-
ted into the cabinet by Yadiy-
urappa to make way for Lim-
bavali. Kateel was seer as a
consensuscandidate.

RSS firebrand

Considered tc be a sirong
Hindutva advocate, Kateel,
33, grew through the rank
andfile of the RashirivaSwa-
yamsevak Sangh (RSS). He
was born in 1966 and is
married with two daughters.
Kateel studied only till the
10thstandard.

Kateel is notknown 1o shy

away from controversy, As

recently as in March, he was
censured by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and party
national president Anit
Shah for comparing former
PrimeMinister Rajiv Gandhi
with Godse, celebrating the
latter as the lesser of the fwo
alleged villains,

“Godse killed just one.
Ajmal Kasab killed 72. Rajiv
Gandhikilled 17,000. Now vou
tell us who is most gruesome
‘murderer?” Kateel had t: wee-
ted. The BJP leaderlater dele-
ted the tweet and apologised
after it triggared a huges conr
roversy nationwide,




